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With the increased fire hazards resulting from production speed- 
ups...with the ever-present threat of sabotage...protection that 
“got by” in normal times may prove woefully inadequate today. 
Present conditions demand all-out protection measures to safe- 
guard against needless production stoppages through fire. 

Even protection that includes watchmen, sprinklers, fireproof 
construction...does not meet today’s requirements unless provi- 
sions also are made for detecting and reporting fire automatically. 
For only by automatic* means can there be the best possible assur- 
ance that fire will be discovered and the alarm transmitted in those 
vital first few minutes that may mean the difference between an 
incident and a disaster. 

* * * 


*4.D.T. Sprinkler Supervisory and Waterflow Alarm Service: Summons the 
fire department automatically the instant a sprinkler head opens. Auto- 
matically detects and reports trouble conditions (whether caused by acci- 
dent or sabotage) that might impair the sprinkler’s effectiveness. Aero Auto- 
matic Fire Alarm: (for unsprinklered properties, areas where sprinklers are 
impracticable, or in conjunction with sprinklers). Automatically detects fire 
when it starts, and summons the fire department automatically. 
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HE cover picture this month (/n- 
ternational) is the perfect illustra- 

tion of how fires invariably shoot up 
unprotected stair or elevator shafts to 
spread destruction through a building 
in a matter of minutes. Protection for 
all vertical openings is a cardinal 
tenet in planning fire-safe buildings. 
The fire shown occurred in a huge 
block-long six story wool warehouse in 
Boston, Mass., early one morning in 
March. Automatic sprinklers and au- 
tomatic fire alarm equipment with 
which the building had been equipped 
under a former occupancy had not been 
maintained, Fire doors were lacking 
making the huge structure one vast 
fire area. The building had no watch- 
man and when a citizen ran to a near- 
by fire station to give the alarm the 
blaze had assumed 5-alarm proportions. 
The Boston Fire Department de- 
Serves special commendation upon a 
Successful piece of fire fighting that 


not only resulted in saving other huge 
warehouses but also controlled the 
fire so quickly that most of the million 
dollars worth of wool in the building 
was saved. Water towers and wagon 
pipes were used to knock down the main 
body of the fire and permit the use of 
hand lines at close range. Other lines 
were hurried into adjoining warehouses 
where sprinklers were operating and 
holding the flames in check. 


O smoking regulations which for 

years many folks have more or 
less considered as somewhat of a joke, 
are likely to gain more respect and 
compliance if the example set in a 
New York courtroom last month is 
followed in other jurisdictions. Eight- 
een men brought before Magistrate 
Joseph D’Andrea in the Long Island 
City Court for smoking in defense 
plants were assessed fines. One defend- 
ant, charged as a third offender, and 
unable to pay a $150 fine, was sen- 
tenced to sixty days in jail despite ex- 
cuses and a plea for leniency. 

Apparently New York City officials do 
not intend to tolerate destructive fires 
in plants doing war work just because 
someone feels inclined to violate no 
smoking regulations at will. Such per- 
sons not only endanger the safety of 
their fellow workers who might be 
trapped in a fire started by such care- 
lessness, but they also endanger the 
security of their country which de- 
pends upon the production of our war 
plants in this world-wide struggle. 

For year after year careless smok- 
ing has been the leading cause of fires 
in the United States. At the same time 
the smoking habit has been so uni- 
versal that many fire officials have been 
disinclined to attempt strict enforce- 
ment of no smoking regulations for 
hazardous locations. 

When Magistrate D’Andrea assessed 
the fines against the 18 violators last 
month he indicated his belief that 
some of the onus for violating fire reg- 
ulations belongs to the employer. He 
asked the prosecuting officials, “Why 
aren’t the bosses of these men brought 
to court?” This line of reasoning is 
confirmed by the belief of many fire 
protection authorities that control of 
the smoking hazard in industry can 
best be obtained through the coop- 
eration of plant management, with 
provision of safe smoking areas for 
plant employees. Where plant processes 
are so hazardous that no safe arrange- 
ments can be made to permit smoking 
it might be well to impress upon new 
employees the fact that the job is not 
one for a smoker who is unable to re- 
strain the impulse to sneak a smoke 
while on duty. 


Plan now to attend the Vol- 
unteer Firemen’s Forum on 
May 13th at the 46th N.F.P.A. 
Annual Meeting, Haddon Hall 
Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 


AST month 16 departments with 
176 men joined the Volunteer 

Firemen’s Section for the first time. Six- 

ty-seven departments with 1,449 men 

renewed membership. This makes a 

total enrollment of 745 departments 

and 14,973 men. The following depart- 

ments are newly enrolled: 

Rockmart Fire Department, 
mart, Georgia. 

Jerome Fire Department, 
Idaho. 

Pepperell Manufacturing Company, 
Fire Department, Biddeford, Me. 

Hygrade Sylvania Corporation, Ips- 
wich, Massachusetts. 

Lydia E. Pinkham Company, Lynn, 
Massachusetts. 

Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department, 
Petersburg, Michigan. 

Rockwood Volunteer Fire Department, 
Rockwood, Michigan. 

Wyckoff Fire Company No. 1, Wyckoff, 
New Jersey. 

Hot Springs Fire Department, Hot 
Springs, New Mexico, 

Homer Hook and Ladder Company, 
Homer, New York. 

Niagara Fire Company No. 1, Niagara, 
N. Y. 

Mack Manufacturing Corporation, Al- 
lentown, Pennsylvania. 
South Media Fire Company No. 1, 
Media, Pennsylvania. 
Gatesville Fire Department, 
ville, Texas. 

Butternut Volunteer Fire Department, 
Butternut, Wisconsin. 

Port Alberni Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, Port Alberni, B. C. 


Rock- 


Jerome, 


Gates- 


HE estimated U. S. fire loss for 

February, 1942, according to the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters 
is $30,819,000, an increase of $4,717,000 
over the same month last year. Losses 
for the first two months of 1942 were 
$13,812,000 above the same period in 
1941. These figures are based on no- 
tices of incurred loss received by in- 
surance companies, members of the 
board, plus an allowance for unre- 
ported and uninsured losses. The fol- 
lowing table shows the losses for the 
first two months of 1941 and 1942. 


1941 1942 
$26,470,000 $35,565,000 
26,102,000 30,819,000 


January 
February 


Total 2 months $52,572,000 


Total 1941 


$66,384,000 


$322,357 ,000 
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Presidential Order Regulating Civilian Defense 


ast month President Roosevelt is- 
as an executive order outlining 
the work of the Office of Civilian De- 
fense, including the work of purchas- 
ing emergency equipment, the proced- 
ure for loaning this equipment to vari- 
ous cities and towns, and for regulat- 
ing the use of such equipment. 


EXECUTIVE ORDER 

3y virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the act entitled “An Act to pro- 
vide protection of persons and property 
from bombing attacks in the United 
States, and for other purposes"’, approved 
January 27, 1942, and as President of 
the United States and Commander in 
Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby 
prescribe the following regulations con- 
cerning civilian defense: 


1. Such funds as may be available to 
enable the Director of Civilian Defense 
to carry out the provisions of the afore- 
mentioned act of January 27, 1942, shall 
be used only for acquiring facilities, 
equipment and supplies necessary to pro- 
vide for the adequate protection of per- 
sons and property from bombing attacks, 
sabotage and other war hazards in the 
United States, its territories and posses- 
sions; for providing services necessary 
to facilitate effective use of all such 
facilities, equipment and supplies; for 
defraying expenses of procurement (in- 
cluding research and development), in- 
spection, transportation, 
tenance, protection, distribution, 
ery and return of facilities, equipment 
and supplies; and for accounting and 
administration with respect to such fa- 
cilities, equipment and supplies, services 
and expenses, 


storage, main- 


recov- 


2. The Director of Civilian Defense 
from time to time within the limitations 
of such funds as may be available 
to the Office of Civilian Defense 
shall determine the general types and 
respective quantities of equipment which 
he shall deem necessary and desirable to 
be purchased. In making such deter- 
minations the Director shall be afforded 
the advice and assistance of the War 
Department and may make use of any 
other technical assistance, studies, re- 
ports or information which may be avail- 
able to him. 


3. The Director of Civilian Defense 
shall notify the Secretary of War, or 
such chiefs of services, bureaus or divi- 
sions of the War Department as _ the 
Secretary may direct, of each determina- 
tion by the Director of the necessity of 
and desirability for the purchase of 
equipment in accordance with paragraph 
2 of this order. The War Department 
shall thereupon undertake all steps nec- 
essary for the procurement as promptly 
as possible of equipment of the type and 
in the quantity specified by the Director 
of Civilian Defense. 


4. In connection with the procurement 
of items of equipment for the Office of 
Civilian Defense the War Department 
shall undertake all necessary research, 
development and standardization of such 
equipment; shall contract for the pur- 
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chase of such equipment; shall conduct 
all necessary inspections during and upon 
completion of manufacture or assembly; 
and shall see that all equipment conforms 
to specifications prior to acceptance, 


5. The War 
the Director of 
formed of 


Department shall keep 
Civilian Defense _ in- 
items of equipment 
being procured and of the approximate 
or probable dates for delivery thereof, 
and the Director of Civilian Defense 
shall furnish to the War Department 
timely instructions as to the place or 
places at which such equipment shall 
be delivered to the Office of Civilian 
Defense or upon its order. The War 
Department shall make all necessary 
and appropriate arrangements for the 
shipment of such equipment to the place 
or places so designated and shall be re- 
sponsible for such equipment until de- 
livery at such place or places, There- 
after the Office of Civilian Defense shall 
be responsible for such equipment, in- 
cluding its storage, maintenance, pro- 
tection, issue and distribution. 


specific 


6. There shall be made available to 
the War Department, from time to time, 
within the limitations of such funds as 
may be available to the Office of Civilian 
Defense, sufficient funds to cover all 
proper expenses incurred by the War De- 
partment in pursuance of this order, in- 
cluding costs of research, development, 
procurement, inspection, transportation, 
and furnishing of facilities and services. 
The War Department shall have author- 
ity to pay all such expenses out of the 
funds so made available to it. The 
War Department shall keep the Office 
of Civilian Defense informed from time 
to time of all expenditures made from, 
and obligations incurred against, the 
funds so made available to it. 


7. In addition to facilities, equipment 
and supplies provided for the Office of 
Civilian Defense through the War De- 
partment as hereinbefore authorized, the 
Director of Civilian Defense may accept 
equipment or supplies transferred from 
any other department or agency of the 
Federal Government in conformity with 
applicable law, and may accept donations 
of, or may borrow or lease facilities, 
equipment or supplies from, states, 
municipalities or other political sub- 
divisions, or from. private’ individuals 
or corporations, The Office of Civilian 
Defense shall maintain at all times full 
and accurate records of all property re- 
ceived by it and of the disposition there- 
of, The Director of Civilian Defense 
shall make adequate arrangements for 
the storage, maintenance and protection 
of all equipment, facilities and supplies 
of the Office of Civilian Defense in its 


possession. 


8. Within the limitations of such funds 
as may be available to the Office of Civil- 
ian Defense, the Director may arrange 
with other public or private agencies 
for such research or development work, 
in addition to that of the War Depart- 
ment in connection with the  procure- 
ment of equipment, as he may deem ad- 
visable in order better to provide for 
the adequate protection of persons and 
property from bombing attacks, sabotage 
or other war hazards. 


9. The Director of Civilian Defense 
shall make available the facilities, sup- 
plies, and services of the Office of Civil- 
ian Defense in such localities in the 
United States, its territories and pos- 
sessions as he shall determine to be in 
need of, but unable to provide, adequate 
protection of persons and property from 
bombing attacks, sabotage or other war 
hazards. The Director shall have full 
discretionary authority from time to time 
(a) to define localities on the basis of 
existing political subdivisions or on such 
other bases as he may deem appropriate 
in view of area of population density, 
the location of vital war activities, or 
other factors giving rise to particular 
risks from bombing attacks, sabotage or 
other war hazards, (b) to allocate, under 
such priorities as he may establish fa- 
cilities, supplies and _ services to or 
among localities in need of, but unable 
to provide, adequate protection of per- 
sons and property from bombing attacks, 
sabotage or other war hazards, and (c) 
to recall any facilities or supplies, or 
discontinue any services so allocated to 
any locality. In allocating facilities, sup- 
plies or services to any particular lo- 
cality the Director may rely upon cer- 
tificates of duly constituted civil authori- 
ties of any state, territory, municipality 
or other political subdivision comprising 
or situated within such locality, setting 
forth the particular facilities, supplies or 
services which such state, territory, mu- 
nicipality or other political subdivision 
is unable to provide for the protection of 
persons and property from bombing at- 
tacks, sabotage or other war hazards. 


10. All equipment, facilities and sup- 
plies which shall at any time be pro- 
vided by the Director of Civilian Defense 
for any locality shall be at the disposi- 
tion of the United States Government, 
and the United States Government shall 
retain in full its rights in such property 
as owner, lessee or borrower, as_ the 
case may be. To such extent as may be 
practicable, all such property shall be 
clearly and distinctly marked as_ the 
property of, or property under the con- 
trol of, the United States Government, 
Office of Civilian Defense. It shall be 
the duty of the Director of Civilian De- 
fense to report to the Attorney General 
for appropriate prosecution under the ap- 
plicable provisions of the Federal Crim- 
inal Code any theft, unlawful use, in- 
jury to or depredation committed against 
any such property. 


11. The equipment, facilities and sup- 
plies of, or under the control of, the 
Office of Civilian Defense shall be made 
available in any locality only by loan to 
duly constituted civil authorities of any 
state, territory, municipality or other 
political subdivision comprising or situ- 
ated within such locality, and any such 
authority may distribute the same to 
responsible and qualified individuals or 
organizations, in accordance with regula- 
tions issued by the Director of Civilian 
Defense provided that it shall be a 
condition of all such loans that the civil 
authority to which each loan is made 
shall give assurance to the Director that 
the property loaned shall be adequately 
protected and maintained, that it shall 
not be used otherwise than for the pro- 
tection of persons or property § from 
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bombing attacks, sabotage or other war 
hazards or for training or instruction 
incidental to such use, and that such 
property unless lost, destroyed or con- 
sumed in the course of such use shall 
be returned to the United States Gov- 
ernment at any time upon order of, or 
pursuant to rules or regulations pre- 
scribed by, the Director of Civilian De- 
fense, 


12. The Director of Civilian Defense 
may prescribe insignia, arm bands and 
other distinctive articles which may be 
worn by persons engaged in civilian de- 
fense activities and may establish rules 
and regulations for the wearing thereof. 


The wearing of any such insignia, arm 
band or other distinctive article other- 
wise than in accordance with such rules 


or regulations by any person having 
knowledge thereof shall subject such per- 
son to the penalties provided in section 
2 of the act of January 27, 1942. 

13. The Director of Civilian Defense 
may make and issue such rules, regula- 
tions and orders, may prescribe and 
adopt such forms, and may make and 
enter into such agreements, leases and 
arrangements, not inconsistent with the 
act of January 27, 1942, the terms of any 
appropriations thereunder, and the regu- 
lations prescribed in this order, as he 
may deem necessary or desirable to carry 
out the purposes of such act. The Di- 
rector may exercise any of the powers 
or duties conferred upon him by this 
order or by the act of January 27, 1942, 
through any responsible person in the 
employ of the Office of Civilian Defense 
that he may designate. 


14. All purchases and contracts for 
supplies or services made pursuant to 
this order shall be exempt from the 
requirements of section 3709 of the Re- 
vised Statutes to the extent permitted by 
law. 

(signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
March 6, 1942 


Jurisdiction of Federal Agencies 
Supplying Apparatus Clarified 

N agreement has been made be- 

tween the Defense Public Works 
Division of the Federal Works Agency 
and the Office of Civilian Defense cor- 
nering the handling of procurement of 
fire fighting equipment for cities. As 
previously reported in VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN, OCD will handle needs for 
fire fighting equipment, the need for 
which would be brought about by di- 
rect enemy attack. However, the De- 
fense Public Works Division will 
handle all requests for financial aid 
in obtaining the normal type of fire 
fighting equipment, where such need 
has been brought about by increases 
in population in defense areas. 

This category would include pro- 
jects such as additional fire houses, 
additional fire fighting equipment such 
as pumpers and ladder trucks and 
necessary incidental equipment for a 
municipal fire department handling 
ordinary fires or conflagrations not 
Caused by enemy attack. 








OCD Plans Allocation of 
Emergency Fire Equipment 


IRST allocation of fire fighting 
and other defense equipment un- 
der the recent $100,000,000 Congres- 
sional appropriation will be made 
principally to certain cities within 
300-mile coastal zones regarded as 
“target areas” according to plans re- 
leased last month by James M. Lan- 
dis, Director of OCD. Selection of 
communities to receive equipment will 
be based on priorities established by 
the War and Navy Departments. 
Priorities among communities will 
be based upon three considerations: 
(1) likelihood of attack, (2) vulner- 
ability, and (3) importance to war 
production of manufacturing plants in 
the community. Application of these 
standards will mean that the relative 
size of a community may have little 
bearing on the amount of equipment 
allocated. Where two communities 
are of equal size and vulnerability, the 
community having the more vital war 
production will receive the larger 
amount of equipment. 


R. Landis urged communities not 

to send requests or requisitions for 
supplies to OCD headquarters in 
Washington. Under the law, alloca- 
tions must be made according to 
plans arrived at in cooperation with 
the War Department. 

Specifications for the type of equip- 
ment to be purchased, and the for- 
mula to be used in determining the 
ratio between existing regular fire 
department equipment and the auxili- 
ary equipment was the work of the 
Fire Defense Committee of OCD, con- 
sisting of representatives of national 
organizations in the fire field and rep- 
resentatives of the governmental agen- 
cies involved. 

To determine the number of auxili- 
ary pumpers needed, existing equip- 
ment was surveyed with particular 
attention directed to the number of 
existing pumpers over 15 years of age. 
Equipment was then allocated on the 
following basis: in cities under 200,000 
population one auxiliary pumper for 
each pumper in operation, plus one 
pumper for each existing pumper over 
fifteen years of age; in cities over 
200,000 population, two pumpers for 
each pumper in operation, plus one 
pumper for each pumper over fifteen 
years of age. 

During February the WPB ruled 
that owing to war requirements for 
motor trucks, self-propelled types of 
auxiliary fire fighting equipment could 
not be furnished for civilian defense 
purposes, and that equipment fur- 
nished must be confined to front 
mounted and side mounted units for 
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which each municipality would be ex- 
pected to provide proper chassis. 
Some trailers may be available. For 
the front mounted type an open body 
truck with a motor developing at least 
75 brake horse power at a minimum 
of 3,000 r.p.m. is necessary. Each 
pump will be of centrifugal type, 500 
gallons per minute capacity, and will 
be supplied with 1050 feet of 2% inch 
hose, 450 feet of 1% inch hose to- 
gether with the usual minor equip- 
ment customary on a pumper. 

In addition OCD plans to supply 
firemen’s turnout coats and pants for 
enrolled auxiliary firemen on a basis 
of four sets per 1000 population. Fire- 
men’s boots will not be available for 
auxiliary firemen because of the rub- 
ber shortage. 


Handling Explosive Bombs 
a Job for the Army 


ERSONS discovering unexploded 

bombs or shells should not touch 
or handle them, according to instruc- 
tions issued by OCD. Warning signs 
should be placed near the location of 
the unexploded bomb or shell by de- 
fense authorities. Approaches should 
be barricaded and occupied buildings 
within approximately 500 feet should 
be evacuated. 

The War Department has accepted 
the responsibility of disposing of all 
unexploded or delayed action bombs. 
However, it is the responsibility of the 
local Citizens’ Defense Corps to locate 
and report upon such bombs for dis- 
posal by military personnel and to 
take immediate safety precautions at 
the site of unexploded bombs. Citi- 
zens’ defense groups including auxili- 
ary firemen will dispose of incendiary 
bombs and extinguish fires caused by 
such bombs. 


Daily Output of 100 Fire Pumps 
Planned for Defense 

HE fire pump industry will be able 

to meet the requirements of the 
Army, Navy, Lend-Lease and Civilian 
Defense for thousands of new fire 
pumps, it was announced by George 
Angell, chief of the fire equipment 
and safety section of WPB. 

Industry representatives, comprising 
an industry advisory committee, in- 
formed WPB that with some addi- 
tional tooling it will be possible to 
produce at least 100 pumps per day, 
each with a capacity of 500 gallons 
per minute suitable for front mount- 
ing on trucks serving as fire engines. 
About 30 such pumps are now pro- 
duced daily. 

The industry will use substitute ma- 
terials for some of the critical items 
now being used in the manufacture of 
fire pumps. 





War Production Board Drastically 
Cuts Fire Equipment Materials 

N a further move to channel all 

critical materials into war goods, 
the WPB recently announced the is- 
suance of limitation order L-39 on fire 
protective equipment. The order 
drastically curtails the use of copper, 
aluminum, chromium, zinc, and a 
dozen other strategic commodities. The 
order sets specific products for which 
these materials may be used and bars 
all others, Assembly of parts already 
made is permitted only to fill defense 
orders with an A-2 rating or better. 

In addition WPB, in order L-43, pro- 
hibits apparatus manufacturers from 
beginning or completing any self-pro- 
pelled fire apparatus and certain other 
equipment, except to fill defense 
orders. Thus as pointed out in the 
March issue of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN a 
fire department will have to get a de- 
fense priority rating in order to get 
new motorized fire apparatus. 

Order L-43 also limits new pump- 
ers to three standard capacities, and 
other restrictions were imposed to 
eliminate custom-built apparatus re- 
quiring special machine tools and 
extra time to build. 

Other restrictions included in the 
recent orders limit the production of 
foam and antifreeze types of fire ex- 
tinguishers during any month to 25 
per cent of the production for the 12 
month period ending last November 
30th. 

However, the priority picture is not 
entirely black for the manufacture of 
fire apparatus, Preference ratings 
have been assigned for deliveries of 
steel and cast iron pipe, cast iron 
fittings and other materials needed 
by apparatus manufacturers to fill de- 
fense orders. Fire apparatus has also 
been exempted from the blanket lim- 
itations upon the sale and delivery 
of medium and heavy motor trucks 
and truck trailers provided the ulti- 
mate purchaser has received a pref- 
erence rating of A-10 or better. 


Rubber Quota for Fire Hose 
Sharply Reduced 


HE manufacture of fire hose which 
. for a few weeks enjoyed a very 
high rating in the allocation of rub- 
ber and latex, was the subject of a 
marked reduction in the amount of 
allowable rubber under an order by 
James S. Knowlson, Director of In- 
dustry Operation for the WPB. The 
monthly quota of rubber permitted in 
the manufacture of fire hose was re- 
duced from 180 to 40 per cent of the 
average amount used during the year 
ending March 31, 1941. 
From the above it should be obvi- 
ous to most fire fighters that the hose 
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they may get during the war will not 
not come up to peace-time standards, 
at least as far as the rubber content 
of the lining is concerned, To most 
fire departments this restriction in 
the amount of rubber available for 
new fire hose will indicate the im- 
portance of taking the best possible 
care of existing fire hose. 

Suggestions on the care of fire hose 
are published in the NFPA pamphlet 
“Care of Fire Hose,” price 5 cents; 
and the N.F.P.A. manual “Hose and 
Hose Couplings,” price 25 cents. 


Gas Masks Come Under 
WPB Ruling 

ANUFACTURE or sale of gas 

masks and anti-gas devices for 
protection against enemy air attack 
was banned by the War Production 
Board unless the masks and devices 
are actually on order by agencies of 
the Government, including OCD, and 
are built to Army Chemical Warfare 
Service specifications. Masks manu- 
factured for fire-fighting, mining, in- 
dustrial, scientific and similar non- 
military purposes are not affected by 
the order provided they are advertised 
and sold for such purposes. 


Fire Coats to be 
Lighter in Weight 
S a result of a recent ruling by 
the War Production Board, fire- 
men and policemen will have to wear 
protective clothing of a lighter type 
than now in_ use. Manufacturers 
were required to adopt the new speci- 
fications by March 2nd. 


STATE DEFENSE NOTES 


California. With the declaration 
of war the State Division of Forestry 
manned 250 forest fire trucks which 
are ordinarily idle during the winter. 
A considerable number of the trucks 
were moved to new locations where 
they would be more quickly available 
in case of a fire emergency, Subse- 
quently, the state legislature provided 
an appropriation to implement the 
Division’s part in the fire defense or- 
ganization. Under an appropriation 
of $157,160 district fire equipment dis- 
patching offices are being set up. 
These will be coordinated with the 
control centers of the sheriffs’ offices, 
highway patrol, and other defense 
agencies. 

Another appropriation was approved 
for the organization of a manpower 
and equipment pool to re-enforce the 
fire disaster plan. The Division of 
Forestry is purchasing 250 pieces of 
motorized equipment including trucks 
and tractors, and more than $400,000 
worth of miscellaneous fire fighting 
tools and equipment. This equipment 


is to be distributed over the state at 
strategic locations and will be manned 
by Division of Forestry employees. 

Indiana, A recent bulletin issued b 
the Indiana State Defense Council 
tells how to figure the size of the 
auxiliary fire department recommend. 
ed in the state’s fire defense program. 
According to these recommendations 
all towns up to 2000 population re- 
quire 15 auxiliary firemen, towns he- 
tween 2000 and 4000 population re- 
quire 25 auxiliary firemen, and towns 
between 4000 and 10,000 population 
require 35 auxiliary firemen. 


Nebraska. State Fire Marshal A. 
E. Carter is chairman of the Nebraska 
State Fire Defense Committee. At a 
recent meeting of the committee the 
state was divided into thirteen fire 
districts with a chief in each district 
to represent the committee, It was 
decided to hold fire schools at Wayne, 
Ainsworth, Alliance, North Platte, Mc- 
Cook, Minden, Beatrice, and Wahoo, 
for the training of regular and aux- 
iliary firemen. These schools are to 
be followed later by a three day 
school at Grand Island. 


Army Civilian Defense School 
Moves from Edgewocd Arsenal 
HE original War Department civil- 
ian defense school, established at 
the Edgewood Arsenal of the Chemi- 
cal Warfare Service at Edgewood, 
Maryland, last June and described in 
the October 1941 issue of VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN, Will move to the campus of 
the University of Maryland at College 
Park early in April. 

The school is being moved to allow 
for the expansion of other Army 
training. The fourteenth ‘civilian class 
was completed in February, bringing 
the total graduates to 685 from 395 
cities in 40 states. Classrooms and 
other outdoor instruction areas are to 
be furnished by the University of 
Maryland to accommodate 50 students 
every ten days. 

Three other War Department civil- 
ian defense schools have recently 
been established on the grounds of 
universities and colleges, They are 
at Stanford University, California, 
where the first 10-day course was 
finished February 23; Texas A. & M. 
College, College Station, Texas, where 
the first class started February 23; 
and Amherst College, Amherst, Massa- 
chusetts, where the first class started 
March 22. Three other schools are 
to be selected to serve the Northwest, 
Midwest, and Gulf Coast. 

The various civilian defense schools 
are operated by Chemical Warfare 
Service personnel with funds supplied 
by OCD. Students at the schools are 
from local Citizens’ Defense Corps. 
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STATE TRAINING 





NOTES 


Illinois. Under the _ direction of 
State Fire Marshal John H. Craig a 
staff of four fire department instruc- 
tors are rapidly carrying a program of 
basic training for fire chiefs or repre- 
sentatives of fire departments in all 
counties of the state. Fire depart- 
ment representatives attending the 
schools are expected to train auxiliary 
firemen in their respective communi- 
ties. The present program calls for 
completion of initial training some- 
time in June, after which the in- 
structors will again cover the terri- 
tory and give advanced training. 

The instructors have been provided 
with distinctive uniforms and carry 
training equipment including a micro- 
phone, loud speaker and motion pic- 
ture projector. The sound motion 
picture films, “Fighting the Fire 
Bomb” and “London Can Take It” 
are being shown. The course being 
given follows substantially that rec- 
ommended by OCD. 


Iowa. The State Advisory Commit- 
tee on Firemen’s Training met at 
Ames during February. Chief Wright 
Hedges of Atlantic was elected chair- 
man replacing Chief H. J. Callahan 
of Fort Dodge who is now serving as 
a fire protection engineer for the War 
Department. To replace firemen who 
will be called into military service 
and those lost through transfer to 
war industries, the committee recom- 
mended the training of auxiliaries ap- 
proximately equal in number to the 
regular fire department. The com- 
mittee also gave attention to the im- 
portance of training industrial fire 
brigade members. 

One of the most important matters 
studied by the Iowa training commit- 
tee was the need of qualified fire 
department instructors. It was pointed 
out that the great bulk of Iowa’s fire 
departments are without instructors 
qualified to conduct effective training 
programs. Instructor training courses 
at key points over the state were 
suggested. In addition it was recom- 
mended that at least one qualified 
fire department instructor be em- 
ployed to serve the state as a whole. 


Kansas. A series of 3-day instructor 
training conferences have been con- 
ducted during the winter, each de- 
signed to serve fire departments in an 
area approximately 100 miles long. 
The conferences were held at Hutch- 
inson, Salina, Chanute, and Topeka, 
and were conducted by O. H. Beaty, 
Assistant State Supervisor, Trade and 
Industrial Education, State Board of 
Education. 





New Mexico. The 1942 Annual Fire 
School is to be held June 8-10, at 
Las Vegas. It is planned to have 
talks and demonstrations on incendi- 
ary and explosive bombs and instruc- 
tion in the use of masks and protec- 
tion against war gases. Each depart- 
ment attending the school will be 
asked to perform one or two drill 
evolutions so that each department 
will be assured of an active part in 
the program. 


NEW TEXTS 

HE Grain Dealers National Mu- 

tual Fire Insurance Co., Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, has just issued a 12 
page illustrated pictorial bulletin en- 
titled “Fighting Fire in Country Grain 
Elevators”. This is a text that mem- 
bers of any fire department in a ter- 
ritory having country grain elevators 
will want to read. The bulletin tells 
how, even in the event of serious 
fires, considerable salvage may result 
from proper handling of grain and 
sparing use of water on smouldering 
grain piles. It is pointed out that 
there has never been a case on record 
of a dust explosion occurring in a 
country elevator during fire fighting 
operations and few cases of such 
explosions starting fires in these prop- 
erties. 

The bulletin discusses the proper 
method of handling various types of 
fires such as those due to spontaneous 
ignition of grain, cob and dust house 
fires, and cupola fires. Each of these 
presents a different problem and re- 
quires different technique to assure 
minimum loss to both elevators and 
contents. 

The report stresses the importance 
of advance planning and familiarity 
with each elevator property in the 
fire department’s district. It tells 
how emergency fire cisterns may be 
supplied from rainwater run-off from 
elevator roofs. The importance of ade- 
quate watch service following each ele- 
vator fire to prevent a rekindle is also 
stressed. 


HE Division of Auxiliary Fire- 

men of the New Hampshire 
State Defense Council has issued a 
48 page training manual on the sub- 
ject of forest fire suppression. The 
lesson material, designated as lessons 
7 and 8 of the state firemen’s training 
course, covers the following subject 
matter: 

Lesson 7: 1. Organization of forest 
fire crews, 2. Behavior of fires, 3. 
Points of attack, 4. Methods of attack. 

Lesson 8: 1. Use of water from hose 
lines, 2. Use of back pack pump, 3. 
Fire suppression without water, 4. Use 
of forest fire tools, 5. Incendiary forest 
fires from bombs and sabotage. 
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Plan Now to Attend 
the 46th N.F.P.A. 
Annual Meeting 


The 46th N.F.P.A Annual 
Meeting will be held at Had- 
don Hall Hotel, Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, May 11-14th. 
Without question this will be 
the outstanding fire protection 
and fire defense meeting held 
in the United States during 
this war year of 1942. It is a 
meeting that no fire depart- 
ment members alert to the 
problems of the hour will 
want to miss. 

The entire day Wednesday, 
May 13th, is to be devoted to 
topics of special interest to 
fire department members. 
Firemen, whether N.F.P.A. 
members or not, will be ad- 
mitted to all sessions of the 
N.F.P.A. Annual Meeting 
without payment of the reg- 
istration fee. 

The detailed Annual Meet- 
ing program will soon be sent 
to all N.F.P.A. member fire de- 
partments, Individuals should 
write for a meeting program 
to the N.F.P.A. Executive Of- 
fice, 60 Batterymarch St., 
Boston. 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S 
FORUM 
9:30 A. M., May 13, 1942 

Dr. David J. Price, Presiding 

Introductory Address by Chair- 
man Price, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Vice-President 
of the N.F.P.A. 

Report on VOLUNTEER FIRE- 
MEN magazine, Warren Y. 
Kimball, Associate Editor. 

Organizing Volunteer Fire Bri- 
gades for the Protection of In- 
dustrial Plants, Emmett Cox, 
Assistant Director, Indiana 
Fire Service Training Schools. 

Auxiliary Water Supplies for 
Fire Department Service, R. 
M. Cadman, Superintendent, 
Schedule Rating Office of New 
Jersey. 

Apparatus for the Volunteer 
Company, A. H. Gent, Office of 
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army. 


Auxiliary Firemen in the Vol- 
unteer Department, Chief J. 
W. Just, Maryland State Fire 
Coordinator. 





The Wednesday afternoon ses- 
sion is to be devoted to “City 
and Country Fire Protection’. 
The Wednesday evening program 
is sponsored by the N.F.P.A. 
Committee on Visual Education 
and consists of the latest motion 
pictures on fire subjects. 


SY. alvage por Victory 


KEYNOTES 


EVER before in the history of this 
N continent has there been so great 
a need for the conservation of our re- 
sources and the prevention of fire waste. 
The Fire Prevention Clean-Up Cam- 
paign this Spring should bring to light 
some tons of waste paper, rags, scrap 
metal, and old rubber—which at pres- 
ent constitute fire hazards but which 
can be utilized in the war production 
program. This “salvage for victory” 
drive must include every person in the 
community. It must also extend to 
the rural areas outside the community 
in order that the maximum salvage 
effort can be realized. 

In these critical times the Clean-Up 
Campaign has another feature which 
should be kept closely in mind. If 
you reduce the amount of unnecessary 
burnable material in and about your 
home and community, enemy incen- 
diary bombs are deprived of just that 
much fuel. Incendiary bombs, in 
order to be effective, must ignite com- 
bustible material. Fire from the air 
represents one of the most important 
civilian defense problems in this war. 
Careful Clean-Up now will help to 
provide a sound defense against this 
danger. 

But whether in wartime or peace- 
time, Clean-Up is a fundamental of 
any effort to make any locality fire 
safe. “A clean house seldom burns” 
is a statement as true today as when 
it was first uttered. 

Admitting the desirability of having 
a Spring Clean-Up Campaign, what is 
the local fire department going to do 
to help the work along? Obviously, 
the first step is to organize a com- 
mittee to direct the campaign. This 
committee might well include the fol- 
lowing community interests: fire de- 
partment, police department, munici- 
pal executives, civic club leaders, school 
officials, industrial interests, church 
leaders, young people’s organizations, 
and local civilian defense officials. 

Representatives of these various in- 
terests can be organized into sub- 
committees to handle publicity, home 
inspections, farm inspections, indus- 
trial salvage, school activities, public 
speaking, and women’s activities. 

Perhaps the most important of all 
the committees is that on Publicity, 
since a slam-bang publicity program 
is all-essential if the Clean-Up Cam- 


CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN -1942 


Newspapers should carry effective an- 
nouncements of the campaign well in 
advance of its opening date. In ad- 
dition to such preliminary material, 
the press will welcome human in- 
terest stories of real news value re- 
garding actual accomplishments in fire 
prevention and clean-up as the cam- 
paign proceeds. Publishing pictures 
of “before and after” conditions in 
yards, streets, and vacant lots has an 
unusual appeal and arouses. great 
popular interest. 

Announcements about the progress 
of the campaign and the results ac- 
complished should be made in schools, 
churches, and at all public meetings. 
Posters such as the one shown on this 
page should be used extensively. Fre- 
quently, the campaign can be made 
the subject of a poster contest for 
school children. 

Most radio stations will be found 
glad to cooperate in the campaign, 
provided program material is made 
available for the purpose. Programs 
may take the form of talks, inter- 
views, or playlets. The most desir- 
able type will feature the telling of a 
story, either by an individual or by 
group dramatics. All the world loves 
a good story, well-told, and will al- 
ways stop to listen. 

The time to get ready 
Clean-Up program is now! 


for your 
March- 


tA 


INSPECT-DETECT-CORRECT 
FIRE HAZARDS: 


The above poster printed in red, white and blue, and 12 by 


through-May is the usual period for 
such a campaign. It is never too 
early to inspect, detect, and correct 
fire hazards, and unless this is done 
regularly a fire may precede the best 
of intentions to clean up. 

Vacant lots cleared of rubbish and 
weeds may make. excellent  play- 
grounds and gardens and save the fire 
department numerous nuisance calls 
to such locations. Shacks and dilapi- 
dated buildings so unsightly, and in- 
viting as potential bonfires, should be 
removed. Clean-Up time each Spring, 
like the Autumn fire prevention cam- 
paign, presents an opportunity to in- 
terest the entire community in mak- 
ing the home town fire safe. 


MERICA is at war and is de- 

pendent upon the output of its 
shops and factories. If our industry 
can be kept producing at full tilt, 
free from the interruption of fire, we 
will be winning the war on the home 
front. 

An important contribution to the 
war effort can also be made through 
the salvage of materials normally 
considered as waste but which can 
be reclaimed for vital uses in view of 
the present shortage of critical ma- 
terials. At the same time the re- 
moval of such waste materials elim- 
inates much danger from fires. 

Local committees may secure as- 
sistance in arranging campaigns by 
writing to Mr. T. Alfred Fleming, 
Chairman, N.F.P.A, Committee on 
Fire Prevention and Clean-Up Cam- 
paign, 85 John Street, New York, 
N. Y. An 8-page booklet entitled Fire 
Prevention Clean-Up Campaign may 
be obtained from the N.F.P.A. Exec- 
utive Office, 60 Batterymarch St., 
Boston, Mass. 


Use of Fireworks Restricted 
for the Duration 
IREWORKS have been added to 
the list of items under wartime 
restriction by the Federal Govern- 
ment. Under regulations promulgated 
last month by Dr. R. R. Sayers, Direc- 
tor, U. S. Bureau of Mines, no person 
may sell fireworks of any kind except 
caps for toy pistols, without a Fed- 
eral license. Patriotic groups may ob- 
tain permits for pyrotechnic displays. 


The ban is intended to save materials 
for the war program and lessen the 
danger of fires. 


16 inches in size is available from the N.F.P.A. Executive Of- 
fice at $1.50 per hundred, and $10 per thousand. The panel at 
the bottem of the poster may be used for local imprinting at 
moderate cost if desired. 


paign is to stimulate a real fire con- 
sciousness throughout the community. 


Volunteer Firemen for April 1942 





d to 
rtime 
vern- 
gated 
irec- 
erson 
xcept 
Fed- 
y ob- 
plays. 
erials 
n the 


Mack Type 19, 1250-gallon, triple 
combination, pressure-volume pumper 
serving Edgewater, New Jersey. 


ELL, that’s easy to under- 
stand—he’s riding the 
best fire-fighter there is!” 
“But he’s only a dog...a 
dumb animal.” 


“Look, Bud, you think he has 


to pe Einstein to know superior 


power, dependability, and stam- 
ina! Anyway, he picked up his 
cockiness from you boys.” 

“But...” 

“No but’s about it. Our Mack’ll 
never let him down any more 
than it will us. You know your- 
self Mack is the only fire engine 
maker that builds its wagons 
complete in its own factories. Mack 
spent 30 years figuring how to 
make the best fire engines—and 


they see that it’s done! Another 
thing, if you need some kind of 
service— Mack service men are 
there in a flash. Mack’s got 70 
direct factory branches...” 

“OK, Chief, OK! I only said 
he was a snob ... 1! didn’t say 
| blamed him.” 


Write today for complete in- 
formation ona Mack fire-fighter 
for your needs. The Mack Fire 
apparatus line includes triple 
and quadruple pumpers from 
200 to 1500 gallon capacity, 
hose wagons, city service ladder 
trucks, squad cars—comprising 
14 distinct and specialized 
models. We will be glad to send 
you the facts by return mail. 


MACK MANUFACTURING CORPORATION, FIRE ENGINE DIVISION, LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y. 
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Is the Department Ready for an Air Raid Tonight? 


The United States Has Been at War Four Months Yet Many Fire 
Departments Are Still in the Planning Stage Regarding Defense 
Against Aerial Attack — Many Are Still on a Peacetime Footing 


URING thle past year readers of 

VOLUNTEER FIREMEN have been kept 
informed regarding the proposals of U. 
S. civilian defense officials to provide 
special emergency fire equipment for 
cities in areas of the United States most 
likely to be the object of aerial attack. 
It has been pointed out, however, that 
such emergency equipment was in- 
tended to be supplemental protection. 

Recently restrictions upon the use of 
essential materials in constructing such 
auxiliary fire apparatus has threatened 
to prevent the carrying out of some as- 
pects of the civilian defense fire pro- 
tection plans as originally envisioned by 
OCD. As a minor example it now ap- 
pears that no rubber will be available 
to provide boots for auxiliary fire fight- 
ers. What is more serious, there are 
indications that no new truck or trailer 
chassis will be available for the pro- 
posed auxiliary fire apparatus. 

These conditions make it evident that 
for the present emergency fire protec- 
tion will to a considerable degree de- 
pend upon ability to make the fullest 
use of regular existing fire department 
equipment. It must be admitted that, 
as in many of our industrial plants, full 
use is not being made of our existing 
fire protection facilities. As an exam- 
ple of this, the average fire depart- 
ment is expected to maintain at least 
one complete change of first grade fire 
hose for each load in service on the 


APPROXIMATE DISTRIBUTION 
OF FIRE EQUIPMENT BY CITIES 


apparatus. Busy companies may have 
two complete changes of hose. This 
extra hose is normally kept in the stor- 
age racks or hose towers of the individ- 
ual fire stations. Comparatively few de- 
partments maintain a centralized hose 
pool for all of their companies. 

It is suggested that the extra hose 
in each station be loaded at once on 
emergency fire trucks so that it would 
be ready for immediate use should an 
air raid occur tonight. In modern war, 
surprise is a major weapon and the 
fire department as well as all other de- 
fense agencies must be ready for the 
unexpected. Defense officials indicate 
that air raids are a constant threat. 


OST fire departments have access 

to some trucks that can be loaded 
with the hose normally kept in reserve 
at the stations. The average depart- 
ment’s fire alarm or pick-up trucks or 
the reserve apparatus could be put to 
such use. Fire departments should be 
on a war footing and should not hesi- 
tate to scrap peace-time procedures if 
they do not meet the present situations. 
At the best, it is likely to be a long 
time before fire departments will get 
much auxiliary motorized fire apparatus 
from the federal government even if 
they are located in defense areas. Each 
department will be expected to obtain 
their own truck chassis for any pumps 
furnished by the government. 


Khode Island is well known 
as the smallest state in area. 
It is highly industrialized and 
is located along the seaboard 
where military authorities 
have asserted that attacks are 
most likely. Large areas in 
the Rhode Island cities are of 
old combustible construction, 
and are extremely congested. 
Nevertheless, because’ the 
State always has had a serious 
fire problem its fire defenses 
are correspondingly strong. 
The accompanying map (based 
upon data from the 1941 
“Standard Directory’’), shows 
the aggregate amounts of mo- 
tor fire apparatus (figures in 
circles) and fire hose reported 
by fire departments in the va- 
rious city and township areas 
of Rhode Island. These data 
do not take into account large 
amounts of private fire equip- 
ment available in many of the 
communities, The greatest im- 
mediate need is _ firemen’s 
training. Rhode Island is one 
of the few states having no 


AND TOWNSHIPS IN RHODE ISLAND state-wide or adequate or- 
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OSE for emergency defense, if and 
when available, apparently will be 
single-jacketed with a thin lining large- 
ly of reclaimed rubber. Such hose will be 
designed to withstand much lower 
pressures than regular fire depart- 
ment hose. Accordingly, for supplying 
pumper lines fire departments will be 
wise to depend largely on their own ex- 
isting resources. If a fire department 
has on hand changes of hose for its 
apparatus aggregating 3,000 or 4,000 
feet, or even less, it might be advisable 
to place say 1,000 feet in a central pool 
to be used for the changing of the loads 
on all apparatus as necessary. The bal- 
ance of the spare bose could be placed 
on emergency trucks in each station for 
immediate use by off-duty or auxiliary 
firemen should an emergency develop. 
It should be remembered that modern 
pumpers are seldom operated to full ca- 
pacity due to limitations in the amount 
of hose carried and the manpower nor- 
mally available. 


HILE there are few fire depart- 

ments that would not like some 
additional equipment, thle North Amer- 
ican continent has for many years been 
the region best protected against fire. 
For example, the normal peacetime fire 
force in New York City is greater than 
all the pre-war fire forces in the British 
Isles. The pre-war fire force in the 
county area of London, the world’s 
largest city, might fairly have been 
compared with that of Boston, Mass. 
a city of less than one-fifth its popu- 
lation. Thus if American cities make 


full use of their existing facilities they | 


are not at too great a disadvantage in 
the present war emergency. Because 
the distances from enemy air bases 
make the mass bombings which Lon- 
don experienced unlikely, American 
fire departments should be able to give 
a good account of themselves if air 
attacks of the nuisance variety come 
before additional equipment can be 
secured. The chief task is to train 
every fireman and auxiliary fireman to 
the highest degree of usefulness. 
Examples of the strength of Amer- 


ica’s peacetime fire forces as indicated F 


by the accompanying maps showing 
distribution of fire equipment in the 
typical eastern and western states of 
Rhode Island and New Mexico, may be 
somewhat reassuring to persons right- 
ly alarmed by the ravages of fire in 
wartime London. 
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FIRE EQUIPMENT IN NEW MEXICO 
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Even areas of the United States that 
are comparatively sparsely settled are 
fortunate in possessing considerable 
amounts of fire equipment. This is 
shown on the map of fire equipment in 
New Mexico based upon a fire pro- 
tection inventory made last summer. 
Figures in the circles indicate number 
of pieces of motorized fire apparatus. 
Smaller figures show amounts of fire 
hose in each fire department. 


The comparatively small distances 
between neighboring fire departments 
in the congested industrial areas of 
the United States permit tremendous 
concentrations of fire forces in almost 
any target area. However, the availa- 
bility of heavy concentrations of fire 
equipment makes the need of adequate 
mutual aid planning all important to 
prevent confusion in emergencies. 


HE following suggestions will indi- 

cate some of the things fire de- 
partments can do at once to get their 
organizations on a war footing. 1. Get 
available fire department or commercial 
trucks loaded with reserve hose. 2. 
Make arrangements to have additional 
commercial trucks report to the fire 
department immediately in the event 
of an air raid warning. 3. Train reg- 
ular and auxiliary firemen to max- 
imum efficiency. 4. Prepare special 
assignments for men and apparatus to 
take effect immediately when an alarm 
sounds. Such emergency assignments 
would supersede the usual running 
card at such times. Each fire station 
with its auxiliaries would protect its 
own district as far as possible. 5. Pre- 
pare special fire protection units (emer- 
gency sub-stations) for areas that may 
be difficult of access in an emergency. 
6. Make definite mutual aid arrange- 
ments with neighboring fire depart- 
ments to take effect immediately. 7. 
Organize emergency communications. 
8. Make a spot map of auxiliary water 
Sources in the community. 9. Consult 
with police regarding the routing of ap- 
paratus under emergency conditions. 


FIRE ALARM 
| POLICE SIGNALING 
| AIR RAID WARNING 

INDUSTRIAL FIRE ALARM 

FIRE & WATCHMEN SUPERVISORY 
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Specialists in Public Safety 


Manufacturers of Emergency Signaling Systems 




































| AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTION 


Two thousand municipalities, several thousand industrial plants and many 
of the largest institutions now use Gamewell Systems for the protection of 
life and property and to ensure the permanency of established business. 































We freely cooperate in planning protective Signaling Systems. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS 






















PRACTICE NOW!!! 
LEARN HOW 
TO FIGHT 


NDIAR! 
BOMBS 


INCENDIARY BOMBS 


Send for TRIAL PRACTICE BOMB 
(acts like those dropped over 
England) and give demonstrations 
to all officials of Defense in your 
community. We will send you 
Practice Incendiary Bomb _In- 
structions prepared by Nassau 
County (N. Y.) Defense Council! 
For HOMES, FACTORIES, UTILI- 
TIES, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, etc. 


Shipped Express Only. 12 for 
F.O. B. Baltimore, Md. $10.80 


BALTIMORE FIREWORKS 
and SPECIALTY CO., Inc. 


336 N. CHARLES STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD. 








Trial Practice Incendiary Bombs 
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FIREMEN’S TRAINING 
TEXTS 


Be Prepared! 


Gain Advancement by Study 


The following manuals have been 
prepared for your use. They have 
been certified as the official fire- 
men's training texts in the states of 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Indi- 
ana, Iowa, Michigan, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Penn- 
sylvania. 

Price 
Unit No. 1. Forcible Entry and 
Minor Extinguishment 30 


Unit No. 2. 
Unit No. 3. Hose Practices .30 


Unit No. 4. Salvage and Overhaul 
Practices 


Unit No. 5. Fire Stream Prac- 
tices 30 


Unit No. 6. Fire Apparatus 
Practices 30 


Unit No. 10. Inspection Prac- 
tices 30 


Introductory Course Manual 30 


Elementary Science Applied to 
the Fire Fighting Service 1.00 


Ladder Practices .30 


Principles of Electricity Applied 
to the Fire Fighting Service 1.00 


Order any or all and if not satis- 
fied money will be refunded. Prices 
postpaid within continental U. S. A. 
Postage charges extra elsewhere, 
Mail check or money order to: 


A. & M. College Book Store 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
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System of buzzers installed by volunteer firemen of Rosetown, Saskatchewan, 


to call fire company 


members from their homes in the event 


of an alarm. 


Calling Out the Volunteers 


EMBERS of the Rosetown, Sas- 

katchewan, volunteer fire bri- 
gade (Member N.F.P.A.), have not en- 
joyed the embarrassment which any 
good fireman feels when he fails to 
hear the fire alarm and thereby gets 
an absent mark chalked against his 
name at rolleall. The faithful old 
fire bell at Rosetown gives pretty 
good coverage in the business dis- 
trict, and the powerful modern siren 
normally can be heard way out in the 
country. Nevertheless, there are blind 
spots in the town attributed to large 
buildings, where the usual alarm de- 
vices cannot be heard. What is more 
important, the boys found that when 
they were in their snug warm homes 
listening to the radio or were in the 
crowd down at the skating rink, they 
were missing alarms no matter how 
clearly the call could be heard on the 
outside. 

Accordingly, the Rosetown firemen 
decided to try another approach to- 
ward solving their problem. In the 
past the department had relied upon 
the central telephone office to send 
out individual calls to fire depart- 
ment members in the event of a fire. 
However, it was found that there was 
considerable delay before all the mem- 
bers could be called by the operator. 
The fire department also investigated 
the possibility of having all firemen’s 
home and business telephones con- 


trolled by a master switch, but this 
proposal was ruled impracticable by 
the telephone officials. 

The final solution, which the fire- 
men report to be very satisfactory, 
was to install a separate alarm device 
in each fireman’s home. These de- 
vices are controlled by a_ separate 
circuit carried on electric power poles. 
The circuit covers the entire town. 
From the circuit a lead-in extends to 
the residence of each fireman, term- 
inating in buzzers and bell trans- 
formers. 

The entire buzzer system may be 
operated by control switches located 
at three different points. One is in 
the telephone exchange where most of 
the fire alarms are received. Another 
is in the town hall. The third is on 
the outside of the fire station and is 
intended for use by the public. 

The cost of the system to date has 
been approximately $500. However, 
it is expected that maintenance costs 
will be slight so that the expense 
may be considered modest from 4 
long-term point of view. A_ single 
insulated steel wire with ground re- 
turn, rather than more expensive 
copper wire, was used to keep the 
cost at a minimum. 

At moderate cost, additional buzzers 


can be installed anywhere in the town. | 


It is planned eventually to include 
each fireman’s place of business in 
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N.F.P. A. 
Membership 


Every member 
receives a handsome 
; membership certificate illustrat- 
ing the history of fire protection. 


N.F.P.A. membership is avail- 
able to fire companies and fire 
departments through the Vol- 
unteer Firemen’s Section of the 
National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation. Here’s the simple plan: 


EMBERSHIP in the National 

Fire Protection Association 
costs $10 per year. The Volunteer 
Firemen’s Section is designed to 
give each fire company the advan- 
tages of N.F.P.A. membership. 


® As a member, the fire company 
receives at its headquarters a com- 
plete set of all regular N.F.P.A. 
publications. This includes the of- 
ficial Quarterly magazine, as issued. 


® As a special service to the Vol- 
unteer Firemen’s Section, each mem- 
ber fire company is entitled to have 
copies of the monthly magazine 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN sent to the 
home addresses of 10 firemen. 


© If more than 10 firemen want to 
receive the magazine, an additional 
$1.00 should be sent in with the 
membership fee for each fireman in 
excess of 10 enrolled. Because of 
the large amount of material mailed 
to members, not less than $10 can 
be accepted from any company. 


the system although most of these 
are now within the range of the 
regular fire bell. 

One important extension has already 
been made to the circuit. A _ red 
light has been installed in the skating 
and curling rink where a good propor- 
tion of the fire brigade will be found 
almost any evening. It was felt that 
a buzzer or bell would not be suitable 
in the public rink; whereas, the red 
light will be quickly noticed by the 
firemen who will leave without noti- 
fying the public. 

A special call of four long blows, 
used to test the circuit, calls brigade 
members to the regular bi-monthly 
practice meetings. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The General Detroit Corp., 2200 
East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Mich., 
recently issued a circular announcing 
its “Incendiary Auxiliary” which con- 
sists of extinguisher hose, a _ brass 
double nozzle (for spray or solid 
stream), and a clamp for attaching 
the hose to the extinguisher. It is 
designed to permit conversion of pump 
tank extinguishers into units effective 
in the control of magnesium bomb 
fires. The “Incendiary Auxiliary” is 
available in a variety of lengths of 
hose up to 30 feet. 


The Public Relations Department of 
the B. F. Goodrich Company, Akron, 
Ohio, offers mimeographed reprints of 
a text on the subject “Don’t Abuse 
Rubber—How to Prolong Its Life.” In 
addition to a general discussion of 
the present rubber restrictions, the 
article has sections on fire hose, hose 
couplings, rubberized clothing, and 
numerous other rubber goods. 


The Pressure Master Company of 
Homer, N. Y., has issued a 4-page il- 
lustrated bulletin announcing a new 
hydraulic hose clamp. The manufac- 
turer states that the device is designed 
to compress the hose completely when 
under pressure without injury to the 
fabric or lining of the hose. 


The LaBour Company, Inc., Elkhart, 
Indiana, has just issued an 8-page four 
color bulletin describing Type WFI1 
LaBour Fire Trailer and including 
specifications for the trailer. The unit 
designed for one-man operation car- 
ries 500 feet of 1'4-inch fire hose. The 
trailer is equipped with a 150-gallon 
per minute self priming centrifugal 
pump. The bulletin also contains sug- 
gestions regarding preparation of 
various types of emergency water sup- 
plies in rural areas including water 
holes, cisterns and driven wells. 
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IMAL ATOR 


FOR many years the world’s most 
popular life-saving instrument for 
victims of smoke, gas, electric shock 
and drowning, the famous H-H 
Inhalator has everything the war- 
time firefighter demands in safety 
of operation, speed of handling, 
strength and effectiveness. Auxil- 
iary firemen may be trained quickly 
in the instrument’s use—operation 
is simple and readily understood. 
Full details in Bulletin No. CA-9, 
free on request. 





WLI SA el hee 


Braddock, Thomas & Meade Sts. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


District Representatives in Principal Cities 


FEDERAL 


MODEL 78 
COASTER 


The Traffik-King siren is 
an exceptional performer. 
It has a double-deep tone, 
and an oscillating light. It 
can be furnished with or 
without electric brake. 


FEDERAL 
ELECTRIC CO., Inc. 


“SIREN HEADQUARTERS” 
8717 SO. STATE STREET CHICAGO 


CAIRNS 


OUTFITTERS TO 
FIREMEN 
SINCE 1836 


HELMETS 


TURN-OUT CLOTHING 
SHIRTS CAPS BELTS 
RUBBER COATS RUBBER BOOTS 


LOOSE-LEAF 
FIRE RECORD BOOKS 
DEPARTMENT RECORD FORMS 


BADGES 


Write for Catalog 30C 


CAIRNS & BROTHER 


444 LAFAYETTE STREET, NEW YORK 
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PYRENE PRIZE LETTER CONTEST 


NY fireman, whether a private or 

a chief, whether volunteer or paid, 
has the same chance to win in this 
easy contest designed to show what 
can be done with approved fire extin- 
guishers. 

Every month the above cash prizes 
are paid out to those whose letters con- 
tain the best stories. More fires are 
put out with fire extinguishers than by 
any other means. 

It’s the story we want, not letter 
writing ability. Get the facts down on 
paper and we will attend to any re- 
writing necessary to get the story into 
these columns. 

The contest is sponsored cooperative- 
ly by the Pyrene Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Newark, N. J., and VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN to bring forth the lessons 
learned from actual fires of the value 
of fire extinguishers. 


FIRST PRIZE—$10.00 


JEROME STEWART 
Bellemeade Fire Department, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dinner Was Served! 

A call came in at 6 P. M., February 
10, from the Colonial Dinner Club to 
Fire Hall No. 1, stating that there was 
a large pan of grease afire inside of 
their cooking range. I informed them 
not to open the oven until we arrived 
which we did in a short time as the 
fire was only about a quarter of a mile 
from the hall. As soon as we arrived 
we carried a foam extinguisher into 
the building. The flame was beginning 
to ignite on top of the range. We got 
our extinguisher ready and opened the 
door of the oven. The flame was go- 
ing almost to the ceiling as we turned 
the extinguisher on the fire. In less 
than three minutes the fire was extin- 
guished completely and the club was 
serving dinner as usual in 30 minutes. 


SECOND PRIZE—$3.00 


BILL HINES 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Cumberland, Wis. 
Coffee Maker Caught Fire 

One very busy Saturday afternoon 
while working in the S. W. Hines store 
I heard a cry of “fire” from the grocery 
department where free coffee and 
doughnuts were being served. Grab- 
bing a 1-quart tetrachloride extin- 
guisher, I ran to the fire. A large 
coffee maker run by gasoline had 
caught fire and was sending thick black 


smoke and flames to the wall 6 feet 
away and to the ceiling. I turned the 
extinguisher on the fire, and with the 
aid of another similar extinguisher 
brought to the scene, put out the fire. 
The only damage was a smoke black- 
ened wall and ceiling. As there was 
a crowd in the store at the time a 
tragedy may have been averted. 


THIRD PRIZE—$2.00 


ELtwoop PELFrREY, First Assistant Chief 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Berea, Kentucky 


Trailer Fire 


About two weeks ago as I was com- 
ing from the post office to the fire 
station I was suddenly attracted by 
the blowing of an automobile horn. 
Looking down the street I soon dis- 
covered what the excitement was 
about. A 1940 Chevrolet sedan with a 
trailer attached was coming along the 
street and the trailer was afire. A man 
was driving along behind trying to 
signal the driver to stop. As _ luck 
would have it, he stopped in front of 
the fire department driveway. When 
the driver got out and saw what was 
happening he became very excited and 
didn’t know what to do. I took in the 
scene at a glance and made a dash 
for the fire station. Taking a 2'%- 
gallon soda-acid extinguisher from the 
truck I emptied it on the blaze, hav- 
ing it extinguished in about one min- 
ute. The blaze had a good start be- 
cause of the breeze and was dan- 
gerously close to the gasoline tank of 
the car. By getting to the fire with 
the extinguisher at the right time a 
practically new trailer was saved. 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize Let- 
ter Contest must be members of their local 
fire department. f 

2. Letters are to describe actual exper!- 
ences where an approved fire extinguisher 
of any make has saved lives or property. 

3. Trade names may be used but will 
be deleted in publication. Publishers re- 
serve the right to edit winning letters to 
permit publication, 

4. Each contestant automatically yvouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from 
his own or others’ experience, 

5. Only one letter may be submitted 
each month. 

6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side 
only. Preference will be given to letters 
not over 250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 8th day of 
the month will be judged in following 
month's competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: 1st, 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letters to Pyrene 
Prize Letter Contest, National Fire Pro- 
tection Association, 60 Batterymarch St.. 
Boston, Mass. 





FIRE DEFENSE 


Vitally Important to Every American Fire Department! 


“Invaluable is the word that best de- PART I.—FIRE FROM THE AIR 
scribes the copious and excellent contents 
of this volume compiled by experts in 
the light of what has happened during PART IIl.—ORGANIZATION 
two years of war.... Its technical back- FOR CIVILIAN DEFENSE 
ground is excellent, its arrangement is PART IV.—FIRE DEPART- 
clear and concise, and I must again bear MENTS & FIRE FIGHTING 
testimony to the admirable illustrations.” PART V.—COMMUNICA- 


TIONS 


PART I1.—SABOTAGE 


(From an 8-page review of FIRE 


232 pages, 154. illustrations, DEFENSE, written by former Chief PART VI.—DEFENSE 


Pordage of Edinburgh, Scotland, Past 
price $1.50 postpaid President of The Institution of Fire PRODUCTION 
> epee : 


Engineers, a British organization.) 


CROSBY—FISKE— FORSTER 
HANDBOOK OF FIRE PROTECTION 


The Ninth Edition of the Handbook of Fire Protection is by far the 
most comprehensive yet issued. At least thirty percent of the text has 
been completely re-written. There are dozens of new tables, charts, dia- 
grams and illustrations. 

In keeping with the purpose of a reference book, all information is 
presented clearly, concisely and as far as possible in non-technical lan- 
guage. More than 100 men who are recognized authorities in the various 
branches of the fire protection engineering profession aided in the task 
of preparing this edition. 

The Ninth Edition of the Handbook was issued last year with 
a printing of 5,000 copies expected to last for five years. Already the large 
demand has necessitated a second printing. 


NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION NINTH EDITION 


INTERNATIONAL 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass. 1300 pages, $4.50 Postpaid 


FOR TRAINING AUXILIARY FIREMEN 


A Course of Fundamental Evolutions 


HOSE AND LADDER WORK 


Here’s just the text for training classes for auxiliary firemen. A 
large number of outstanding drill masters and fire department instructors 
contributed in its preparation, and all of the principal operations involving 
hose and ladder work are described in detail. 





Single Copies 50 Cents 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONAL 


38 illustrations 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


64 pages 6 x 9 inches 
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; 4 | i HOW TO FIGHT IT! 


AKE IT AUTOMATIC 


If you have a manually operated 
LUX system, think seriously 
about converting it to completely 
automatic operation. The LUX 
automatic controls detect fire, re- 
lease the extinguishing mechan- 
ism, smother flames .. . all in less 
than a minute. 

The cost?—From $20 to $150, 
for the conversion to modern fire 
extinguishing. Automatic LUX 
built-in systems kill fire quickly, 
without fumbling, without fear! 


He is extra fire protection that may be combined 
with LUX Built-in extinguishing Systems. The 
LUX screening nozzles aren’t meant for extinguishing. 
They simply provide a fire-stop . . . a barrage that the 
blaze can’t penetrate. 

Actual fire extinguishing is handled by LUX Shielded 
Nozzles within the enclosure. They totally flood the space 
with a blizzard of LUX carbon dioxide gas, creating an 
atmosphere in which fire can’t live. 


ENGINEERING FACTS—LUX Screening Nozzles are used 
in pairs, opposed in position laterally. One set of nozzles 
aims directly across the opening, cuts off inrush of air. 
Second set aims at an inward angle to dilute oxygen which 
may penetrate the first screen of carbon dioxide gas. 


WHAT IS LUX? 


LUX extinguishers and built-in 
systems kill fires by smothering 
them. They blanket blazes with 
a barrage of carbon dioxide gas 
which keeps oxygen away from 
the fire. A cylinder holds the 
carbon dioxide under pressure 
and when the gas is released the 
pressure drives it out of the LUX 
nozzles. No pumping needed— 
just open the valve and you hit 
the fire hard. Carbon dioxide is 
one of the fastest known extin- 
guishing agents. 


MOBILE FIRE FIGHTER 


Has your plant a fire brigade of 
its own, with equipment centrally 
located for quick action? Do you 
have many electrical and flam- 
mable liquid fire hazards? 

If the answer's yes, consider a 
LUX Trailer Unit. Carries 300 
Ibs. of carbon dioxide with hose 
reel, special nozzle. Has two 
20-lb. LUX portables, two pure- 
water extinguishers for smaller 
fires. Here’s a heavy-duty fire 
fighter, ideal for medium-to 
large-size industrial plants. 


FOR LABORATORY FIRES HOW TO ORGANIZE 


WHAT ABOUT WATCHMEN? 


ny 


way 


Small in size, strong 
in its fire-killing wal- 
lop is the Kidde-LUX 
4-pounder. It is de- 
== signed to extinguish 
laboratory fires, those 


mn 
fe 


We suggest that you 
send for the booklet 
“Employee Organiza- 
| tion for Fire Safety.” 
Its 48 pages are loaded 
with helpful facts 


Watchmen must be 
courageous, fit, and 
have no physical dis- 
ability. 

Two of America’s 
most spectacular fires 


blazes in chemicals 
and flammable liquids which must 
be snuffed out fast. 
Trigger-control features the 
Kidde-LUX. Aim at the blaze, pull 
the trigger . . . and socko! A blast 
of carbon dioxide snow-and-gas 
smothers the fire guick! 


about keeping fire 
losses down, about air-raid organ- 
ization, improved safety practices, 
setting up plant fire brigades, etc. 
Send 25¢ to National Fire Protec- 
tion Association, 60 Batterymarch 
Street, Boston. Cost in quantities 
is less. Write for your copy today. 


last year were caused 
by careless watchmen who muffed 
their jobs. Who stands guard in 
your plant? Is he alert, strong, 
responsible? If he’s infirm, aged, 
or irresponsible, find him another 
job. Hire a good man in his place. 
Watchmen are vitally important! 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS ONE OF A SERIES APPEARING CURRENTLY IN INDUSTRIAL PUBLICATIONS. 
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